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STEERING COLUMN ASSEMBLY HAVING BREAK- A WAY 

DEVICE 
ABSTRACT 

The steering column assembly includes a housing having a longitudinal 
axis, a support member supported by the housing for movement about a shift axis, and a 
shift lever operatively connected to the support member and extending radially from the 
shift axis for shifting movement in a limited space. The present invention includes a 
break-away device having a shear container that extends through a translating bracket and 
the support member for limiting movement of the shift lever upwardly toward a parallel 
relationship with the shift axis and for releasing the shift lever for the movement toward 
the parallel relationship in response to a crash condition. 
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